
MINUTES MEETING TIME 

HEARINGS COMMITTEE WEDNESDAY 1 AUGUST 2018 9.30AM 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Hearings Committee held on Wednesday 1 August 2018, commencing at 

9.30am in the Manawatu District Council Chambers, 135 Manchester Street, Feilding. 

PRESENT: Cr Howard Voss (Chairperson) 

 Cr Shane Casey  

 Cr Alison Short  
 

IN ATTENDANCE: Karel Boakes (Regulatory Manager) 

 Rob Peterson (Senior Animal Control Officer) 

 Lesley Butler (Animal Control Officer) 

 Herb Verstegen (Animal Control Officer)  

 Lorraine Fairest-Harper (Animal Control Officer) 

 Kylie Iwikau (Executive Assistant – General Manager 

Infrastructure) 

   

 Shirley Pokaia (Objector) 

 Joseph Mackey  

 Haereroa Mackey  

   

 Julieanne Neville (Complainant) 

 

HC 18/016 HEARING OPENING 

The Chairperson welcomed attendees to the hearing of an objection lodged by Shirley 

Pokaia against the issuing of a dangerous dog classification relating to the dog known as 

“Winston” pursuant to the provisions of Section 31(3) of the Dog Control Act 1996. 

HC 18/017  MANAWATU DISTRICT COUNCIL – SENIOR ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER 

The report of the Senior Animal Control Officer was taken as read.  

HC 18/018 OBJECTOR – SHIRLEY POKAIA 

Shirley Pokaia, accompanied by Joseph Mackey and Haereroa Mackey in support, spoke 

about the events of the day.   Shirley Pokaia advised that she had owned the dog for 2.5 

years with no trouble with the dog prior to this incident.  She advised she had been 

hospitalised with asthma the night prior to the incident and at the time of the incident 

she was inside the house. However the daughter and father were outside, and advised 

if Joseph Mackey knew that Julieanne Neville had arrived he would have got the dog 

away.  The dog was not tied up at the time as he had been let off for his run.  She said 

that the dog sees different people each day from Meals on Wheels and nurses.  It was 

mentioned that the dog gets wound up with strangers.  

Questions of clarification were asked by the Hearing Panel about whether the dog 

should have been tied up prior to the pre-arranged meeting with Julieanne Neville, the 

registration status of the dog, the concerns the owners had about wearing of a muzzle, 

whether the dog was inclined to jump up on strangers, the dog’s actions from the day, 

and whether the property was a back section.  Clarification was also sought on whether 

Haereroa Mackey had made it clear that Julieanne Neville could enter the property. In 

response it was noted that the dog had been registered as a puppy, however wasn’t on 

the Council system at the time due to a Council error which had since been rectified and 

the dog’s registration status brought up to date.  Haereroa Mackey clarified that while 
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the dog was around Julieanne Neville’s legs it appeared that she did pat the dog, 

however it all happened too fast and she was still on the phone at the time.  It was 

confirmed that the dog “Winston” was inclined to jump up on strangers.  Haereroa 

Mackey confirmed that as their house was located on a back section, Julieanne Neville 

would have had to walk down the driveway to the gate. She advised that the dog did 

not hear Julieanne Neville arrive.  Haereroa Mackey advised she was on the phone at 

the time that Julieanne Neville arrived, and was going to let her mother know that she 

had arrived. Haereroa Mackey advised she had not been expecting anyone to arrive.  

HC 18/019 COMPLAINANT – JULIEANNE NEVILLE 

The Chairperson invited Julieanne Neville to give her account of the incident. She 

advised that on walking in to the property she could see there was a gap between the 

dog and the chain, however it was too late to go back. The dog sniffed around her legs 

and she was not happy with his jumping up on her as his jumps were very strong. She 

noted she had no intent to pat the dog.  She was used to being on properties with dogs 

as part of her job. She advised she was confident about dogs and their behaviour, and 

noted she had a Certificate in Dog Studies through Massey University.  On arriving at the 

property she noted Haereroa Mackey on the telephone and she saw a small sign on the 

fence. She advised she nodded at the sign and opened the gate as she was 

understanding it was okay to enter the property as her eye contact was with Haereroa 

Mackey.  She noted the dog did not bark as she entered or even while she was walking 

down the long driveway.  Clarification was sought by the Hearing Panel on whether the 

dog could have mistaken her body language.  In response she advised that even when 

she was backing off, and the dog was being held by his collar, she saw the dog staring at 

her.  After the incident when she was on the other side of the gate, the dog went back 

to normal behaviour.  

HC 18/020 MANAWATU DISTRICT COUNCIL – SENIOR ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER RIGHT OF 

REPLY 

The Senior Animal Control Officer noted that the dog “Winston” did not appear to like 

strangers.  He felt a chain would no longer be sufficient to meet the conditions, the dog 

would need to be kept within a securely fenced portion of the yard. The classification 

status of the dog would mean that the dog would need to be de-sexed and must wear a 

muzzle at all times when in public.  

The meeting adjourned at 10.00am and reconvened at 10.20am. 

HC 18/021 DELIBERATIONS AND DECISION – OBJECTION TO CLASSIFICATION OF DOG AS 

MENACING 

The Hearings Committee, having discussed the matters raised in evidence, and 

questioning the witnesses present, noted the territorial behaviour of the dog “Winston” 

and the risk posed to visitors to the property and agreed there were no grounds to 

rescind the dangerous classification imposed on the dog “Winston” belonging to Shirley 

Pokaia. 

RESOLVED 

That the “dangerous” classification imposed on the dog ““WINSTON” belonging to 

Shirley POKAIA, pursuant to Section 31(1)(b) of the Dog Control Act 1996, be upheld. 

275



MINUTES MEETING TIME 

HEARINGS COMMITTEE WEDNESDAY 1 AUGUST 2018 9.30AM 

 

Moved by: Councillor Howard Voss 

Seconded by: Councillor Shane Casey 

CARRIED 

HC 18/022 CLOSURE OF HEARING 

The Chairperson declared the hearing closed at 10.33am. 

Approved and adopted as a true and correct record: 

 

 

CHAIRPERSON  DATE 
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